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METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR DYNAMIC
BATTERY MANAGEMENT CONTROL IN A
MOBILE COMMUNICATION DEVICE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This is a continuation of U.S. application Ser. No. 12/393,
146, filed Feb. 26, 2009, which is hereby incorporated herein
by reference.

FIELD

The technology described in this patent document relates
generally to systems and devices that monitor a battery. More
particularly, systems and methods are provided for monitor-
ing the operating characteristics of a battery.

BACKGROUND

Modern mobile communication devices, such as cell
phones, PDAs, etc., typically use a rechargeable battery. The
characteristics of the battery, including battery capacity ver-
sus voltage, impedance at various temperatures, etc., are
known during production of the battery and may subse-
quently be programmed into the mobile communication
device. These characteristics are typically used by the mobile
communication device for calibration, or for providing bat-
tery status and usage information to the user of the device. If
the battery is updated or modified after production, however,
then the information programmed into the mobile communi-
cation device may no longer be applicable or provide accurate
information to the user. Furthermore, changes in the environ-
ment of the battery, or the age of the battery, can affect the
accuracy of the characteristics programmed into the mobile
communication device.

SUMMARY

In accordance with the teachings described herein, systems
and methods are provided for downloading battery data to a
mobile communication device. A system for downloading
battery data to a mobile communication device may include a
mobile communication device and a data server. The mobile
communication device may be configured to monitor a bat-
tery operating condition and to receive a battery profile, the
battery profile including battery data for use by the mobile
communication device to calculate battery status informa-
tion. The data server may be used for storing battery data, the
data server being configured to receive the battery operating
condition from the mobile communication device and, based
on the battery operating condition, send the battery profile to
the mobile communication device.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIGS. 1-3 are block diagrams depicting example systems
for determining the status of a rechargeable battery.

FIG. 4 is an example battery measurement subsystem for a
mobile communication device.

FIG. 5 is a flowchart of an example battery capacity pro-
cessing method.

FIG. 6 is an example data server for storing battery profiles.

FIG. 7 is an example data server utilizing a battery model to
generate a battery profile.

FIG. 8 is an example data server utilizing a battery model
and a battery table selector.
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2

FIG. 9 is a flowchart of an example method for download-
ing battery data on a mobile communication device.

FIG. 10 is a block diagram of an example mobile commu-
nication device.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

FIG.1 is a block diagram depicting an example system 100
for determining the status of a rechargeable battery. The sys-
tem includes a mobile communication device 102 and a data
server 110. The mobile communication device 102 includes a
rechargeable battery 104, a battery management subsystem
106, and an operating system 108. It should be understood,
however, that the system 100 may also be used with other
types of systems or devices that utilize a rechargeable battery.

The system 100 may be used to wirelessly download bat-
tery data to a mobile communication device 102. The mobile
communication device 102 uses information stored in a bat-
tery profile, including operating conditions gathered from a
battery 104 and battery characteristics preloaded during
manufacture, to update the status of the battery to the user. As
conditions of the mobile communication device 102 and the
battery 104 change, the mobile communication device 102
may need different battery data to accurately determine the
status of the battery 104. For example, deterioration of the
battery 104 is not a factor that a manufacturer typically pre-
programs into the mobile communication device 102 to use in
calculating the battery status. Another example is a wide
change in the ambient temperature of the battery 104 that the
mobile communication device may not be capable of han-
dling. When those conditions change during the life of the
battery 104, the operating system 108 cannot account for the
changed conditions using a battery profile that was loaded
during the manufacturing process.

To account for changed conditions, the mobile communi-
cation device 102 may be programmed with one or more
triggering events 114 that cause the mobile communication
device 102 to request updated battery data from a data server
110. A triggering event 114 that prompts the operating system
108 to send operating conditions 112 to the data server 110
may include a change in ambient temperature, a power-up of
the mobile communication device, a new charge cycle of the
battery, a low battery alert, and a request by the user of the
mobile communication device. Following the triggering
event 114, the mobile communication device 102 sends its
current battery operating conditions 112 to the data server 110
so the mobile communication device 102 can receive an
updated battery profile 116.

The data server 110 contains information used to charac-
terize a battery in the form of battery profiles. The data server
110 receives the battery operating conditions 112 from the
mobile communication device 102 and wirelessly transmits
the corresponding battery profile 116 back to the device. The
mobile communication device 102 may replace its existing
battery profile with the battery profile 116 received from the
data server 110. This new battery profile can be used to update
the status of the battery on the mobile communication device.
A benefit to updating a battery profile on the mobile commu-
nication device is that the information will be more applicable
to the present condition of the battery. Thus, more accurate
information will be available that allows the mobile commu-
nication device 102 to more efficiently use the battery 104 and
provide more reliable information to the end user.

The mobile communication device 102 includes a
rechargeable battery 104, a battery management subsystem
106, and an operating system 108. The battery management
subsystem 106 may include one or more processing devices,
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such as a microprocessor or a DSP, and may also include one
ormore sensor devices for detecting operating conditions 112
of the battery 104. For example, the battery monitoring sub-
system 106 may include sensor devices that allow the battery
monitoring subsystem 106 to provide the operating system
108 with the ambient temperature of the battery 104 and the
state of charge of the battery 104 to the operating system 108.
The battery monitoring subsystem 106 may also include other
devices or software to monitor the cycle life of the battery.
The operating system 108 controls the overall operation of the
mobile communication device 102 and may include one or
more microprocessors, DSPs, or other processing devices.
Operating conditions received at the operating system 108 are
used to update the battery status 114 of the mobile commu-
nication device 102.

Battery status 114 may include the fully charged capacity
of the battery (the total capacity capable in the battery), the
current usable capacity of the battery (the present capacity
available in the battery), and the equivalent series resistance
of the battery. The battery status 114 of the mobile commu-
nication device is based upon combinations of preloaded
battery characteristics and operating conditions 112. These
combinations are referred to as battery profiles, and are
described in more detail below in reference to FIG. 5.

The data server 110 is configured to receive battery oper-
ating conditions 112 from a mobile communication device
102 and send battery data to the mobile communication
device 102 based on the received operating conditions 112.
The data server 110 stores battery data that includes battery
profiles, which are linked to a corresponding battery and its
battery operating conditions. Battery profiles include battery
tables that contain battery operating conditions and battery
characteristics. Each battery table includes a battery operat-
ing condition that is stored in relation to another battery
operating condition or in relation to a battery characteristic.
For instance, one battery table may include the temperature of
the battery in relation to the equivalent series resistance of the
battery (e.g., see battery table 332 in FIG. 5). The combina-
tion of the two elements allows the mobile communication
device 102 to update the status of the battery 104. A battery
profile may include any number of battery tables depending
on the requirements of the mobile communication device 102
requesting the information. A complete battery profile, how-
ever, will contain each battery table that a particular mobile
communication device uses to determine the battery status of
its battery.

After the data server 110 receives the battery operating
conditions 112, it selects the battery profile 116 that corre-
sponds to the battery operating conditions 112. The data
server 110 sends the battery profile 116 to the mobile com-
munication device 102, which uses the battery profile 116 to
calculate the battery status 114. The received battery profile
116 is used until the operating system 108 receives another
triggering event 114, and subsequently receives another bat-
tery profile 116.

FIG. 2 depicts another example system for determining the
status of a rechargeable battery. This system is similar to the
system depicted in FIG. 1, except that the data server 110
returns only a selected battery table(s) 120, instead of the
entire battery profile. As shown in FIG. 2, the operating sys-
tem 108 sends a battery table selector 118 to the data server
110 to request only a portion of a battery profile. The battery
table selector 118 may either be sent at a time before or after
the operating conditions 112 are sent to the data server 110, or
at the same time. The data server 110 uses the battery table
selector 118 to select a specific battery table 120 from a
battery profile that corresponds to the operating conditions
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112. For example, if the triggering event 114 is a change in
ambient temperature, the battery table selector 118 may direct
the data server 110 to send only the one or more battery tables
120 that correspond to temperature, instead of sending the
entire battery profile. The operating system 108 receives the
one or more battery tables 120 and replaces only those cor-
responding portions of the battery profile stored on the mobile
communication device 102. By replacing only a selected
portion of the battery profile, the amount of processing is
reduced on the mobile communication device and less net-
work bandwidth is used.

FIG. 3 illustrates yet another example system for determin-
ing the status of a rechargeable battery. In this example, the
mobile communication device 102 automatically triggers the
data server 110 to transmit a current battery profile at prede-
termined intervals 114. Further, the interval at which an
updated battery profile is requested may be set so that the
combination of receiving a battery profile, or battery tables,
and battery life is optimized. The shorter the interval set to
receive information from the data server, the larger a strain it
will have on the battery 104 and on the wireless network. A
shorter interval, however, will receive more frequent battery
profiles, or tables, and provide for a more exact battery status.
Thus, the optimized predetermined interval 114 may be cal-
culated to provide for the most frequent amount of informa-
tion received from the data server 110, without sacrificing a
significant portion of battery life.

FIG. 4 illustrates an example battery measurement sub-
system 106 for a mobile communication device that can be
utilized in a system to download battery data to the mobile
communication device, such as the systems shown in FIGS.
1-3. The battery measurement subsystem 106 may receive a
selection command from the operating system 108 and send a
measurement value (i.e., a value indicating the battery state)
to the operating system 108 in response to the selection com-
mand.

The battery measurement subsystem 106 includes a battery
104 that powers the mobile communication device. The bat-
tery 104 includes a cell 212, a battery temperature sensor 214,
and an identification block 216. The identification block 216
may enable the operating system 108 to determine the type of
battery 210.

The battery temperature sensor 214 provides a battery tem-
perature signal that indicates the temperature of the battery
104. A battery temperature signal conditioning block 224
conditions the battery temperature signal to generate the sig-
nal Thbat. Conditioning functions performed by the signal
conditioning block include filtering, scaling and/or amplify-
ing. The signal conditioning block 224 may also perform
other functions, such as providing bias required by the iden-
tification unit 216, multiplexer 240 and/or the analog to digi-
tal converter 250. After the Tbat signal is generated, it is
coupled to an input of the multiplexer 240 for selection by the
microprocessor 138.

A cell signal conditioning block 222 monitors the voltage
and current of the cell 212. The cell signal conditioning block
222 provides a conditioned battery voltage signal, Vout+, and
a conditioned battery current signal, I1, to the inputs of the
multiplexer 240 for selection by the operating system 108.

In one embodiment, the cell signal conditioning block 222
may not provide a battery current. In this case, the current
may be obtained indirectly by measuring TX power and by
detecting other device states that affect current, such as opera-
tion of backlight, buzzer and LED (within the other device
subsystems 228), as described below.

The TX power sensor 242 detects the transmit power of the
transmitter 114 (FIG. 1), and inputs the transmit power to the
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TX power signal conditioning block 232. The TX power
conditioning block 232 performs typical conditioning func-
tions, such as filtering, scaling or amplifying, as well as
providing a bias that may be required by the TX power sensor
242, multiplexer 240 and/or the analog to digital converter
250. The TX power conditioning block 232 generates the
TXp signal that is coupled to the multiplexer 240 for selection
by the operating system 108.

The incremental current consumption of the additional
devices, such as backlight, buzzer and LED within the other
device subsystems 228, are pre-characterized and their values
are stored in flash memory 124 according to the states of these
devices. The software that runs on the operating system 108
controls the operation of these device states and, therefore,
the states can be detected and corresponding incremental
current consumptions by these devices can be included in the
processing.

A board temperature sensor 244 provides a board tempera-
ture signal, Thrd, that indicates the temperature of the printed
circuit board of the transceiver. This signal is conditioned by
the board temperature signal conditioning block 234 and
coupled to an input of the multiplexer 240.

The identification block 216, provides the identification
signal Battery ID that is conditioned by the identification
signal conditioning block 226 and input to the multiplexer
240.

In operation, multiplexer 240 responds to the selection
signal sent by the operating system 108 to drive a select
measurement signal such as: Thrd, Vout+, [1, TXp, Tbat or the
battery 1D, through the analog to digital converter 250. The
analog to digital converter 250 digitizes the signal output
from the multiplexer 240 and sends the digital representation
of the measurement value to the operating system 108. For
example, if the operating system 108 requests a battery ID, a
predetermined selection command assigned to the battery 1D
is transmitted to the multiplexer 240 of the battery measure-
ment subsystem 106. The multiplexer 240 may use this com-
mand to switch the battery ID input to the output of the battery
measurement subsystem 106.

FIG. 5 includes a flowchart of an example battery capacity
estimation method using a battery profile. A program for
performing this method may, for example, be included in a
software module in the mobile communication device of FIG.
1. As an example, FIG. 5 depicts a battery capacity estimation
software module 124C, which is included in other software
modules 124N and may be stored in a flash memory 124.

In operation, at step 310, the method samples the battery
measurements that include various operating parameters of
the battery, such as temperature (T), loaded voltage (V_load),
current (I1), and transmit power (TXp). When the method is
used in cooperation with the subsystem of FIG. 4, this step
may include instructing the operating system 108 to send at
least one selection signal to the multiplexer 240 of the battery
measurement subsystem 106. The operating system 108 then
reads the selected measurement for each selection signal sent
at the output of the analog to digital converter 250.

At step 320, the battery measurements sampled at step 310
are pre-processed to provide intermediate results used in the
battery capacity processing step 350. In preprocessing, at
least one battery profile 330 is used to translate the measure-
ment to a corresponding value (e.g., temperature to resis-
tance).

Battery profile 330 may support a battery that a user may
plug in and use on a mobile communication device. Each
battery profile 330 identifies a given battery pack. In other
words, for a specific battery there corresponds a specific
battery profile 330.
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As described below, values of the table in the profile 330
are dependent on the maker/model/version/batch of the bat-
tery. The values are determined at the time of battery manu-
facture and are loaded into the profile table 330. During use in
the data server, the values may be updated through calibration
between the mobile communication device and the data
server.

Each battery profile 330 may include multiple tables that
profile a particular battery. These tables may include the
Equivalent Series Resistance (ESR) versus battery tempera-
ture (That) 332, the current (1) versus transmit power (TXP)
334, the battery voltage threshold value at which the radio
shuts off (VROFF) stored as a function of board temperature
(Tbrd) 336, the battery capacity (CAP) as a function of
unloaded voltage (V) 338, the battery capacity compensation
factor at temperature Tbat 340, and the ESR compensation
factor at temperature That 342. This is illustrated as Profile 1
330.

One example of an intermediate result of the pre-process-
ing step 320 may include ESR_VS_T 332. A table translates
the temperature to resistance through linear interpolation in
the battery capacity estimation method. The table size may,
for example, be eight elements that are equally spaced
between -20° to 75° C., unsigned. This interpolation can be
expressed by:

ESR(That)=Linear_interpolate(ESR__VS__T That);

where Linear_interpolate (ESR_VS_T, Tbat) represents
the linear interpolation of the table ESR_VS_T at tempera-
ture That. The values stored in the table are the average values
obtained by characterization of the battery pack upon manu-
facture.

The battery capacity processing 350 takes place using the
intermediate results of the above-described preprocessing
step 320. The result of step 350 is the battery status info that
is used to update the battery status of the mobile communi-
cation device.

With reference to FIG. 6, an example data server 110 is
depicted. The data server 110 is configured to store battery
data in a table-like format with columns for a battery identi-
fier, battery operating conditions, and battery profiles. The
data for the battery operating conditions is stored in ranges, so
that corresponding operating conditions received by the data
server can be matched within a certain range of data. Other
methods for storing data may also be used, such as storing
specific values for each battery operating condition, and sub-
sequently matching the received battery condition to the clos-
est value in the table.

In the example shown, the data server 110 stores battery
identifiers that correspond to a plurality of batteries that may
be used in a mobile communication device. For each battery,
there will correspond a plurality of battery operating condi-
tions, such as temperature, current load, cycle life of battery,
and state of charge. For each different combination of battery
operating conditions with a battery identifier, there will cor-
respond a battery profile. An example of a battery profile is
shown as Profile A 330.

Based on the number of operating conditions, the battery
profile 330 contains battery tables relating to a plurality of
conditions. Profile A 330 shows seven battery tables as only
one example. The method for calculating battery tables
within a battery profile is described above in reference to F1G.
5. Depending on the data sent by the mobile communication
device to the data server, the data server may either return the
entire battery profile or one or more battery tables. If the data
server does not receive a battery table selector from the
mobile communication device, an entire battery profile will
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besent. Ifthe data server receives a battery table selector, then
the data server will only return those battery tables specified
by the battery table selector.

In another embodiment, the data server 110 includes a
battery model 400, as shown in FIG. 7. In operation, the
battery model 400 receives one or more operating conditions
112 from the mobile communication device 102. The battery
model 400 utilizes the one or more operating conditions to
generate one or more battery profiles. Because the battery
model 400 does not store each battery profile in relation to
battery operating conditions, the battery model 400 does not
require as much storage capacity as the example data server in
FIG. 6. Thus, by generating a battery profile for each request
received from a mobile communication device, the battery
model 400 may provide for a more efficient system.

In another embodiment, the data server 110 includes a
battery model 400 and a battery table selector module 402, as
shown in FIG. 8. The battery model 400 operates in the same
manner as described above in relation to FIG. 7. The battery
table selector module 402 receives a battery table selector
signal from the mobile communication device 102 that speci-
fies a specific battery table to be sent to the mobile commu-
nication device. The battery model 400 may produce the
entire battery profile, but the battery table selector module
402 specifies which table, or tables, in the profile will be sent
to the mobile communication device 102. Therefore, the
mobile communication device 102 does not receive an entire
battery profile, and can only replace those corresponding
tables in its pre-existing battery profile. This selection process
reduces the processing requirement on the mobile communi-
cation device and network congestion.

FIG. 9 is a flow diagram of an example method for down-
loading battery data on a mobile communication device. At
step 500, the operating system of the mobile communication
device obtains battery operating conditions from the battery
measurement subsystem. The battery operating conditions
are gathered by the battery measurement subsystem of the
mobile communication device. If a triggering event occurs,
then the operating system sends the battery operating condi-
tions to the data server at step 502. At this step, the operating
system may also send a battery table selector to the data
server. The battery table selector may be utilized so that the
data server only sends back the specified battery tables to the
mobile communication device.

At step 504, the data server receives the one or more battery
operating conditions from the mobile communication device
and performs a search to find matching battery operating
conditions for the battery. At step 506, the data server deter-
mines whether matching battery operating conditions are
stored. If matching battery operating conditions are present in
the data server, then the data server generates the correspond-
ing battery profile at step 508. Depending on the mode of
operation, the data server may generate the battery profile
based on a corresponding profile identified, as described in
relation to FIG. 6. The data server may also generate a battery
profile using the battery model as explained above with ref-
erence to FIG. 7. For either method, if the battery operating
conditions received from the mobile communication device
do not match operating conditions on the data server that are
associated with the specific battery, then the data server gen-
erates an error message at step 510 that is sent to the mobile
communication device.

If a battery profile is generated by the data server, at step
512, then the data server sends the battery profile to the
mobile communication device. If the mobile communication
device sent the data server a battery table selector at step 502,
then the data server only sends the selected battery table, or
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tables. At step 514, the operating system of the mobile com-
munication device may use the battery profile to replace an
existing battery profile. Likewise, ifthe data server only sends
a battery table, the mobile communication device may only
replace those tables that are received.

The method in FIG. 9 may also be configured so that the
mobile communication device sends calibration information
to the data server following step 514. The data server may use
this calibration information to update the battery profiles so
that a more accurate battery status can be calculated by the
mobile communication device.

FIG. 10 is a block diagram of an example mobile device
600 that may include a system for determining the status of a
battery. The mobile device 600 includes a charging subsystem
602 and a rechargeable battery 604. The charging subsystem
602 may include a battery measurement subsystem, as
described herein. In addition, the rechargeable battery 604
may include an integrated memory device for storing battery
deterioration information and/or other information pertaining
to the battery 604. The mobile device 600 may also include a
processing device 606, a communications subsystem 608, a
short-range communications subsystem 610, input/output
devices 612-615, memory devices 616, 618, a USB interface
620 and USB controller 622, and various other device sub-
systems 624.

Inaddition to measuring the status of a battery, the charging
subsystem 602 charges the rechargeable battery 604 and pro-
vides power to the mobile device 600, either from the
rechargeable battery 604 or from a USB host connected to the
USB interface 620. The USB controller 622 monitors the
USB data lines, and controls data communication between
the processing device 606 and a USB host.

The processing device 606 controls the overall operation of
the mobile device 600. Operating system software executed
by the processing device 606 is preferably stored in a persis-
tent store such as a flash memory 618, but may also be stored
in other types of memory devices, such as a read only memory
(ROM) or similar storage element. In addition, operating
system software, specific device applications, or parts
thereof, may be temporarily loaded into a volatile store, such
as a random access memory (RAM) 616. Communication
signals received by the mobile device 600 may also be stored
to RAM 616.

The processing device 606, in addition to its operating
system functions, enables execution of software applications
on the device 600. A predetermined set of applications that
control basic device operations, such as data and voice com-
munications, may be installed on the device 600 during
manufacture. In addition, a personal information manager
(PIM) application may be installed during manufacture. The
PIM is preferably capable of organizing and managing data
items, such as e-mail, calendar events, voice mails, appoint-
ments, and task items. The PIM application is also preferably
capable of sending and receiving data items via the wireless
network 626. Preferably, the PIM data items are seamlessly
integrated, synchronized and updated via the wireless net-
work 626 with the device user’s corresponding data items
stored or associated with a host computer system.

Communication functions, including data and voice com-
munications, are performed through the communication sub-
system 608, and possibly through the short-range communi-
cations subsystem 610. If the mobile device 600 is enabled for
two-way communications, then the communication sub-
system 600 includes a receiver 628, a transmitter 630, and a
processing module 632, such as a digital signal processor
(DSP). In addition, the communication subsystem 608, con-
figured as a two-way communications device, includes one or
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more, preferably embedded or internal, antenna elements
634, 636, and local oscillators (L.Os) 638. The specific design
and implementation of the communication subsystem 608 is
dependent upon the communication network 626 in which the
mobile device 600 is intended to operate. Network access
requirements vary depending upon the type of communica-
tion system 626.

When required network registration or activation proce-
dures have been completed, the mobile device 600 may send
and receive communication signals over the communication
network 626. Signals received by the antenna 634 through the
communication network 626 are input to the receiver 628,
which may perform such common receiver functions as sig-
nal amplification, frequency down-conversion, filtering,
channel selection, and analog-to-digital conversion. Analog-
to-digital conversion of the received signal allows the DSP to
perform more complex communication functions, such as
demodulation and decoding. In a similar manner, signals to be
transmitted are processed by the DSP 632, and are then input
to the transmitter 630 for digital-to-analog conversion, fre-
quency up-conversion, filtering, amplification and transmis-
sion over the communication network 608 via the antenna
636.

In addition to processing communication signals, the DSP
632 provides for receiver 628 and transmitter 630 control. For
example, gains applied to communication signals in the
receiver 628 and transmitter 630 may be adaptively controlled
through automatic gain control algorithms implemented in
the DSP 632.

In a data communication mode, a received signal, such as a
text message or web page download, is processed by the
communication subsystem 608 and input to the processing
device 606. The received signal is then further processed by
the processing device 606 for output to a display 612, or
alternatively to some other auxiliary /O device 638. A device
user may also compose data items, such as e-mail messages,
using a keyboard 613, such as a QWERTY-style keyboard,
and/or some other auxiliary I/O device 638, such as a touch-
pad, a rocker switch, a thumb-wheel, or some other type of
input device. The composed data items may then be transmit-
ted over the communication network 626 via the communi-
cation subsystem 608.

In a voice communication mode, overall operation of the
device 600 is substantially similar to data communication
mode, except that received signals are output to a speaker 614,
and signals for transmission are generated by a microphone
615. Alternative voice or audio I/O subsystems, such as a
voice message recording subsystem, may also be imple-
mented on the device 600. In addition, the display 612 may
also be utilized in voice communication mode, for example to
display the identity of a calling party, the duration of a voice
call, or other voice call related information.

The short-range communications subsystem 610 enables
communication between the mobile device 600 and other
proximate systems or devices, which need not necessarily be
similar devices. For example, the short-range communica-
tions subsystem 610 may include an infrared device and
associated circuits and components, or a Bluetooth™ com-
munication module to provide for communication with simi-
larly-enabled systems and devices.

This written description uses examples to disclose the
invention, including the best mode, and also to enable a per-
son skilled in the art to make and use the invention. The
patentable scope of the invention may include other examples
that occur to those skilled in the art.
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The invention claimed is:

1. A mobile communication device comprising:

a battery configured to power the mobile communication

device;

a sensor device configured to monitor an operating condi-

tion of the battery; and

an operating system configured to:

wirelessly transmit a battery operating condition to a
data server,

wirelessly receive, from the data server, a battery profile
corresponding to the current battery operating condi-
tion,

measure, at said operating condition, a value relating to
the battery, and

calculate battery status information from the measured
value using the battery profile.

2. The mobile communication device of claim 1 wherein
the battery status information is battery capacity.

3. The mobile communication device of claim 1 wherein
the battery status information is usable battery capacity.

4. The mobile communication device of claim 1 wherein
the battery status information is equivalent series resistance.

5. The mobile communication device of claim 1 wherein
the operating system is configured to select a portion of the
battery profile to be sent from the data server.

6. The mobile communication device of claim 1 wherein
the operating system is configured to replace an existing
battery profile with the battery profile received from the data
server.

7. The mobile communication device of claim 1 wherein
the operating system is configured to transmit the battery
operating condition to the data server in response to a user
request.

8. The mobile communication device of claim 1 wherein
the operating system is configured to transmit the battery
operating condition to the data server in response to a change
in ambient temperature.

9. The mobile communication device of claim 1 wherein
the operating system is configured to transmit the battery
operating condition to the data server in response to a power-
up of the communication device.

10. The mobile communication device of claim 1 wherein
the operating system is configured to transmit the battery
operating condition to the data server in response to a new
charge cycle of the battery.

11. A data server for storing battery profiles, comprising:

battery identifiers, each identifying a different battery type;

battery operating conditions that include operating charac-
teristics for each battery type; and

battery profiles, each corresponding to one of the battery

identifiers and one of the battery operating conditions,
the battery profiles containing information used to cal-
culate battery status information and replace an existing
battery profile on a mobile communication device;

the data server being configured to wirelessly receive a

current operating condition and a current battery identi-
fier from the mobile communication device and to wire-
lessly transmit a battery profile to the mobile communi-
cation device corresponding to the current operating
condition and the current battery identifier.

12. The data server of claim 11 wherein the battery status
information is battery capacity.

13. The data server of claim 11 wherein the battery status
information is usable battery capacity.

14. The data server of claim 11 wherein the battery status
information is equivalent series resistance.
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15. The data server of claim 11 wherein the data server is
configured to store the current battery operating condition
received from the mobile communication device.

16. The data server of claim 11 wherein the profiles include
electrical current verses transmit power.

17. The data server of claim 11 wherein the profiles include
battery capacity verses battery voltage.

18. The data server of claim 11 wherein the profiles include
battery capacity compensation factor verses temperature.

19. The data server of claim 11 wherein the profiles include
equivalent series resistance compensation factor verses tem-
perature.

20. The data server of claim 11 wherein the current oper-
ating condition is state of charge.

#* #* #* #* #*
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